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Introduction 


Part I 


In presenting this report the commission takes 
into gonsideration several facts: 


1s The prevailing strong criticisms of missions. 


2. The indifference toward the present missionary 
program of the Church displayed by American students. 


5. The conviction that there is a basis for a 
missionary program in the future. 


4. And a belief that that basis may be found 
through the Church and may involve a reinterpre- 
tation of the missionary program. 


Therefore the commission presents in Part I criti- 
cisms of missions, and in PartII recommendations as to 
the principles upon which the program of the futuré™is 
to be based in regard to: 


1. The Formulation of the Program. 
ee The: Trainine of Workers 
oe the Application of the Program. 


tevine o.udent's Part in the) 'Propram, 


The foldowing are some of the criticisms of missions 
today presented before the Commission by foreign students, 
Christian and Non-Christian, missionaries and Board re- 
presentatives. 


Criticisms of Missions of 
More or Less Recognized Validity 
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i. Christian nations exploit the lands where they are 
sending missionaries, ‘Their nationals are discriminated 
aceainst ands treated as inferiors in the United States by 
Christians, 


- Too many missionaries are ignorant of the culture of 
he people among whom they work and fail to appreciate 
nd assimilate the good in other cultures and religions. 


5. Missionaries have frequently lacked the ability, 
skill, and intellectual training to understand the 
psychology of the people and to use the best methods 
in their field worki 


4> Many missionaries, even with-a tiene rres oF 
training, have lacked the spirit of real friendship 
toward the people. Many of them live upon a plane 
too widely separated from that of the people, and do 
not associate socially with them. 


Oo. Few missionaries have entirely rid themselves of 
an attitude of superiority as to their own race and 
civilization. Many have had attitudes of intolerance 
and patronage without willingness to receive and learn. 


6. Missions have in many instances deculturalized, 
even Americanized, nationals both in schools and churches. 


7. Missionaries have failed to develop many real leaders 
among nationals. Training for leaders has too often 
produced men who will carry out their ideas. In their 
over-anxiety for certain results they have been unwilling 
to trust the leadership of nationals. Graduates of 
Christian schools have thus turned to other fields of 
work. 


8. Missions have forced Western sectarian and denomina- 
tional divisions upon peoples to whom they mean nothing. 


9. Mission work in some countries has been based upon 
Western governmental protection, backed by armed forces, 
Or upon sPiphts ynined in Torcedy treaties. 


10. Missionaries have been the occasion of large indem- 
nities. They have rights and privileges not possessed 
by nationals and are backed by the military force of 
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Yestern nations on land and sea. 


ll. Many missionaries have created false impressions of 
mission lands for the sake of raising money. Missionary 
talks on education have frequently produced pity and con- 
descension rather than appreciation and true understand- 
ing. 


12. The Church in America is largely unwilling to aid 
Christian work in the East except as controlled by 
Americans and American ideas of Christienity and of the 
Church. 


13. Many missionaries in a scientific age are unscien- 
tific in their methods of interpretating the Bible. 
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Criticisms of Missions of Doubtful Validity. 





Lé There is nothing absolutely unique in Christianity 
to warrant its propagation where other religions, re- 
vitalized, are meéting the needs of people. 


Ce Christianity is a Western religion unsuitable for 
Eastern peoples, 


De Missionaries are to withdraw from countries where 
Christianity is well implanted and so allow it to grow 
naturally. : 


4. America should solve its own problems before export- 
ing Christianity. 


ne Christianity does not accomplish what it claims. 
Its power to make the nations and the peoples of the West 
like Christ is not evident, 


oy Cor iestianity. Tech SspirivegalL erm or a cover Gor 


Western imperialism, and missionaries are government 
agents. 


The Reinterpretation of the Missionary Program. 





i - What is the Program. 


Ae tne Postulates ‘of theerrogran, 


1, Christianity ds 'unigue amons reiigione 
in the person of Jesus Christ and the ex- 
pression of the character of God in Christ. 


2. Fellowship with God through Christ 
furnishes a unique dynamic to live in 
accord with universal truths wherever 
found, whether in Christianity or in 
other religions. 


3. Taking the life of Jesus Christ as its 
ideal, the program of Christianity is to 
make available for all men the power which 
comes through knowing Him to grow toward 
that ldeat. 


4, The foreign missionary program is an 
integral and essential part of the whole 
Christian enterprise to carry this unique 


B. The 
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dynamic through every area of life, the 
responsibility for which is shared by 
Christians: in every, land. 


Objectives of the Program are 


1. To make available for all men the power 
to grow toward the ideals of Christ which 
comes through knowing Him. 


os. tO provide spiritual cooperation which 
alone can solve the increasing common 
problems caused by the growing material in- 
terdependence of peoples; the establishment 
of world fellowship, world peace. and a new 
social order, 


5. To contribute to the development of 
Christianity through its fresh interpreta- 
tion at the hands of new people. 


4, To quicken the world to spiritual devel- 
opment by revitalizing the spiritual values 
in other religionas 


CG. Some Concrete Applications of these Objectives 
in the Policy of the Churches and their Boards. 


la. «Preaching ot she Gospel or avnr2ss ab hone 
and abroad in order that His ideals and the 
power of His life may be made available to 
ali men. 


2. Willingness to modify and reinterpret 
the missionary program in view of changing 
world conditions. 


3. The Recognition of Responsibility toward 
Political and Economic Life. 


a. The missionary program should declare 
its independence from political and 
militeristie support suchas. is 
afforded by: 


(1) The unequal treaties. 
(2) Extraterritorial rights. 
(3) Presence of gunboats. 


as directly contradictory to the prin- 
clpies) of schra siientoy.: 


b. The missionar y program should stand 
directly opposed to all unjust econ- 
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omic exploitation and encourage economic 
development along lines which recognize 
the value of. personality. 


In so far as social and national move- 
ments are an expression of the attempt 
to realize the principles of Christian- 
ity the missionary program should sup- 
port them to the best of its ability. 


4. Recognition of the place and worth of 
Nationals. 
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The nationals should be allowed a com- 
plete expression of their national life 
and culture in all matters whether of 
interpretation, organization or external 
expressionvor Christianity. 


The administration should be tarmed over 
to nationals as rapidly as possible and 
the emphasis should be laid upon helping 
them to develop their leaders. 


The mission program should do everything 
it can to develop an indigenous and fin- 
ancially independent church. 


The nationals should be given greater 
authority in the selection of mission-~ 
OE Loa, 


(1) One or more nationals should be 
| given a voice either by \rcpresenta- 
| tion on the candidate committee or 
| as a reference in the selection of 
| candidates before they are sent out. 


(2) In regions where the Christian 
movement is well developed the 
nationals should be given a control- 
ing voice in determining whether or 
not a missionary should continue 

his work. 


5. Recognition of a Unity of Purpose behind 
Differing Theological Opinions. 
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The missionary program should lay less 
emphasis on the definitions that divide 
and more on the essentials which unite. 


b. Consolidation and unification of Chris- 
tian effort actually should take place 
both at home and abroad for the develop- 
ment of the essential objectives of, 
Christianity. 


It - What kind of preparation is necded by the workers who 
are to carry out this program. 


A. The intellectual Preparation. 


1. The missionary should have a broad academic 
education and a thorough training in that 
speciaity for which he is best fitted. 


<» He should have the ability to relate his 
interpretation of religion, vo modern devel- 
opments in science, 


5. He should have a knowledge and appreciation 
of the culture of: the \landsto wich herveoes, 


a. The mission boards should provide greater 
opportunity for extending this knowledge 
and. appreciation for ther culture of the 
land in which he works, both here and on 
Pics eis 


Be the Preparation An Byres. 


1. Every missionary should think through and 
test for himself the uniqueness of Christian- 
Lys 


2. He should be able to see and appreciate truth 
wherever it is.found. 


o.’He ‘should eradicate ark tendencacs: toward 
superiority ond exclusiveness in his life 
such as may be found in fraternal orders, 
assertive denominationalism, individual and 
group racial discriminations, industriel or- 
ganizations, social classes, and wherever 
else they are found, 


III - How Shall this Program be applied by the Missionary? 
A. The Attitude and Spirit of the Missionary. 
1. He should recognize the essential unity of 
the human race in spite of differences of 


rece, color and. creed, and work with all as 
brothers. 
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He should be fraternal rather then ake ct Me 
in his work with the nationals. 


He should take a firm and unequivocal stand 
on economic and social problems vital to the 
welfare of the people with whom he lives. 


The missionary should be tolerant and willing 
LO Lear, 


The missionary should be liberal toward those 
with whom he disagrees in theology or religion. 


The missionary should adapt his personal 
habits and customs to the life of the people 
with whom he works, to the end that he may be 
accepted as an integral part of their society. 


The Method of the Missionary. 


1. 


Le 


He should go not to teach a system, but to 
share his Christian experience through per- 
sonal contact. 


He should help the people work out their own 
expression of Chrratianity. 


We commend the statement of Gandhi that missionaries 


should 


"accept the high challenge to put in practice 


the principles of Jesus without adulteration or 
toning them down. 


is the Christian Student's Part in this Program. 


A. 


As an Individual Student , 


1. 


He should develop friendly contacts with the 
foreign students in. our colleges who offer an 
exceptional opportunity for a sharing of 
ideals and culture. 


He should bear his share of the missionary 
program: to carry the ideals and power of 
Christianity into every area of life through- 
out the world by carrying them into his own 
life and social relations whether in business 
or in the Church, at home or abroad. 


Be As, a Member or Society, 


1. He should oppose anti-Christian legisla- 
tion such as the section of the Immigration 
Act which discriminates against Asiatics; 
unequal treaties in China;. and practices 
which discriminate against negroes or 
Other racessin this comncry. 


2. He should actively combat the increasing 
economic imperialism and exploitation 
backed by militarism in the United States, 


o. He should recognize that there is a 
loyalty to humanity and Christian idealism 
which should always take precedence wher- 
ever it comes in cont ligis Wace eocer’ 
loyalties . such! @s- tiose Totstale, sic, 
Gr s0C1Ta1 "Giaas, 


C. As a Member of the Church, 


i; He should fostersthe onse10Ousnegew a 
the church as well as the individual is 
a member of society and as such should 
give its corporate support to the convic- 
tions of its members. 


©, He is obligated to take his share in the 
missionary program of the Church and to 
help the Church to an intelligent adapta- 
tion of its program to the present necie 
of the world. 


ae By working in local churches through- 
out the country for-a-presentation of 
missions adequate to the demands of 
the present time. 


bd. (By enlisting thelr active sun varie a 
prosressive Board and missionary 
policies, which we find exhibited in 
many Boards and, churches. 


c. By educating the church imenis. procras. 
by giving: 


(1) A fair and unbiased picture 
of national cultures and ambitions 


ae) 


A feeling of mutual sharing in 
the realization of the ideals of 
humanity. 


ad. By urging foreign students in this coun- 
try to associate with and to become 
active workers in the church. 


